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You should only send your child to school on Monday if you have to,
because your work is critical to our COVID-19 response.

If you are able to keep your child at home, you should.

#StayHomeSavelives

STAY AT
HOME
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22nd March, 2020
Re: Message from the Headteacher
 Coronavirus and school closure
Firstly, can I thank you all for your messages of support and the way in which all parents and carers  listened to the important messages which were being sent out last week. It was very sad to see the closure of school on Friday afternoon in such a way, but our dedicated staff all pulled together to support our remaining pupils and made the day as enjoyable as possible given the circumstances for all.
Critical Workers
For those of you who are on the critical worker list please can I ask that you do not send your child to school unless it is absolutely necessary to do so. Given the announcements on Thursday and Friday evenings by the Prime Minister and the rapid movement towards a country-wide lockdown, it is clear that the NHS will be overwhelmed very soon unless we practice social distancing.
Please do not send your child if:
· Your employer has not confirmed that you have to be at work and cannot be working remotely from home.

· You, or a partner is working from home.

· They could be looked after by a separated or step parent.
And of course, if they are in anyway symptomatic.
If this letter appears to be dissuading parents and carers from sending your child to school on Monday, it is because it is. I apologise for my bluntness, but not my plea.
The fantastic dedication of staff in both schools means that they were quick to offer to help. For the first couple of weeks at least we hope to be able to offer the provision I stated in my letter to you on Friday. As Headteacher I am responsible for the welfare of the children, but also of the welfare of my staff and consequently their families. It may be that some of my staff will not be at work, despite their best intentions. The aim is for them to work on a rota, but ultimately I am mindful of the government advice that we should all be aiming for social distancing to minimise the risk of spreading or catching the virus.

Our aim this week is to cater only for the small number of children who really need to be there because there is no alternative. We can then give them the support they need. We will obviously be aiming to enact any further guidance on social distancing for schools at this time for the adults and children that we have on site. 
Asking children to not come to school is the last thing I want to do as an educator; however given the situation and reminder from the Secretary of State for Education yesterday I feel it is my duty and the responsible thing to do right now.

Communication – Reminder at this time our Office will not be staffed full time.

We plan to man the Office for the first week. We thank you for your understanding that we are prioritising the care of your children at this time. Should you need to contact us and find you can’t get through on the phone – please email prichardson@sledmerewetwang.co.uk or Wetwang.primary@eastriding.gov.uk
Thank you for your support.
Please take continued care of yourselves and your families,
Mr Peter Richardson

Executive Headteacher
Sledmere Church of England Primary School
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