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Welcome to Sledmere Church of England Primary School.  
We are always delighted to welcome new members to our school 

community and we are thrilled you want to find out more about us. We 

have compiled the following information to help you to learn about us but 

we would enjoy showing you around our Foundation Stage Class and 

school. Please ring our school office on 01377 236267 to make an 

appointment. We look forward to meeting you. 

 

At Sledmere Primary School we have the happiness and education of every 

child at the centre of all we do.  Our Christian Ethos is reflected in every 

aspect of school life and is an integral part of our whole school community. 

 

Values and Visions 

At Sledmere Church of England School, we offer a safe, welcoming and nurturing 

environment for every child. 

All individuals get the chance they deserve and the opportunity to develop skills 

for life.  The Christian ethos of the schools is underpinned by the Christian values 

of forgiveness, friendship and hope. 

We all work together to ensure that our school is a happy and exciting place in 

which to learn and to inspire a sense of awe and wonder. 

Children leave us with the potential to become respected, independent and tolerant 

members of society. 

 
The ethos of early years education at Sledmere 

Every child deserves the best possible start in life to fulfil their full 

potential.  A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their 

future life chances. By choosing to send your child to us here at Sledmere, 

you can be assured that the whole school community acknowledges the 

importance that an excellent early years’ education has on your child’s future 

achievement. We all work with commitment and dedication to ensure that 

this is what they will receive. 

 

In our Foundation class, your child will follow the 

Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 

(EYFS). The framework ensures continuity and 

progression from birth to the end of the 

academic year in which your child has their fifth 

birthday (Foundation Stage 2 /Reception year).  
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The EYFS principles are built on four distinct but complementary themes: 

 A unique child recognises that every child is a competent learner from 

birth and everything we do will be built on what your child already knows 

and understands. 

    Positive Relationships acknowledges how your child learns to be strong 

and independent from a base of a loving and secure relationship both with 

parents and nursery staff and the knowledge that we work together to 

ensure the very best care and education. 

 Enabling Environments explains that the environment plays a key role in 

supporting and extending children’s 

development and learning.  We are very proud 

of the excellent environment we have 

achieved at Sledmere both inside and out.  

 Learning and Development recognises that 

children learn in different ways and at 

different rates.  This is very much part of 

our philosophy and our planning reflects how 

all areas of learning are important and 

interconnected. 

 

 

 

Play and Learning at Sledmere 

Play underpins our delivery of the Early Years Curriculum. We firmly believe 

that children must have opportunities to play both inside and outside, it is 

through play that all children develop and learn. The children’s taught 

sessions are based upon their next steps in learning and we enhance the 

class provision areas to support their learning through play. 

 

Learning in the early years is based on the EYFS seven areas of Learning and 

Development:  

 

The Prime areas: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication & Language  

 Physical Development 
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The three prime areas are important as they lay the foundations for 

children’s success in all other areas of learning. 

 

Personal, social and emotional development: This involves helping children 
to: 

others 

respect for others 

manage their feelings 
 

ities 
 

 

 

Communication and Language development: This involves giving children 
opportunities to speak and listen in a range of situations and to develop their 
confidence and skills in expressing themselves. 
 

 

 

Physical Development: This involves providing 
opportunities for children to be active and 
interactive, and to develop their co-ordination, 
control, and movement. Children must also be 
helped to understand the importance of physical 
activity, and to make healthy choices in relation 
to food. 
 

 

  

The Specific areas 

 Mathematics 

 Literacy 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive Arts & Design 
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The four specific areas provide a range of experiences for children to 

broaden their personal development.  

 

Literacy: This involves encouraging children to read and 
write, both through listening to others reading, and being 
encouraged to begin to read and write themselves. Children 
must be given access to a wide range of reading materials 
such as books, poems, and other written materials to ignite 
their interest. 
 
Mathematics: This involves providing children with 
opportunities to: 

calculating simple addition and subtraction problems 
 

 

Understanding the World: involves guiding children to make sense of their 
physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, 
observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 
 

Expressive arts and design: involves enabling children to explore and play 
with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities 
and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a 
variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and 
technology. 
 
   (Early Years Foundation Stage Profile 2017 Handbook) 
 
 

At Sledmere we ensure that children feel secure enough to ‘have a go’, learn new 

things and be adventurous. Our planning of taught activities and experiences is 

based on child initiated play ideas and developmental needs and interests. 

 

Parent Partnership 

As parents are a child’s first educators it is paramount that we work closely with 

you to identify your child’s learning needs. We are always available for parents to 

discuss any concerns or share in any celebrations. In building up a true picture of 
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what your child can do, we acknowledge that only a part of this will take place at 

school, so we ask you to share what your child learns and achieves at home by: 

 

 Sending pictures and captions of what your child has been doing at 

home  

 Telling us about significant events 

 Sharing experiences from home when your child brings home our class 

bear 

 

We also work in close partnership with other agencies when necessary, such as 

local and community health services and Sure Start to identify needs and provide 

the best learning opportunities for all children. 

 

If you are ever concerned about your child in any way do come and talk to us.  If 

we can’t directly help, we will be able to put you in 

contact with somebody who can. 

 

Home Visits 

As part of working together with parents, we do like 

to visit you and your child at home prior to starting 

School. This is optional but helps us to get to know 

you and your child in the security of their own home. 

 

Health and Welfare 

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and 

secure, when their individual needs are met and when 

they have positive relationships with the adults caring 

for them.  At Sledmere we ensure our setting is safe, 

welcoming and stimulating. We ensure policies are in place to safeguard children’s 

welfare and safety (copies of these polices can be obtained from the school 

office).  

  

Supporting your child’s Health and Welfare 

 During their time in the Foundation Stage your child will receive free fruit 

and milk each day.  

 If your child is not fully toilet trained when they are due to start 

Foundations Stage one (nursery), just let us know, so that we can support 
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your child with their toilet training. Please provide any wipes, nappies/pull-

ups or changes of clothes that will be required.  

 As we spend quite a lot of time outdoors, whatever the weather, we do ask 

that your child brings a coat with them each day. A pair of wellington boots 

can be left in school for your child to wear outside when needed.  

 

 

Clothing 

 

It would really help if you could dress your child in clothes they can manage 

themselves, especially when going to the toilet. 

  

Please ensure that all items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name.  

 

FS1 

Children will be provided with one free school-top when joining us in FS1. You 

are more than welcome to order more, though it is not compulsory for them to 

wear uniform.  

Please remember that although the children wear aprons for messy activities, 

accidents with glue, clay, paint and water do sometimes happen so if your child 

is not in uniform we recommend they attend in old clothes. 

 

FS2 uniform 

Black or grey trousers/skirt or pinafore dress. 

Blue, yellow or white polo shirt (available with school logo) 

Blue jumper or cardigan with school logo 

Black shoes 

 

PE 

Blue shorts 

School t-shirt (ordered from the school office) 

Trainers 

 

Organisation  

 

 Foundation Stage 1 is the first year of Nursery age 3+ 

 Foundation Stage 2 or Reception, this is the academic year in which 

your child has their fifth birthday 
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At Sledmere all children in FS1 are entitled to 15 hours or 30 hours free 

provision, starting the term after they are three. 

 

If your child stays for a full day, a lunch session can be included at an extra 

charge of £2 and the cost of a school lunch.  

 

Session 1:    08.55-11.55 

Lunch     :    11.55-12.30     

Session 2 :  12.30-3.30 

 

Staff 

Mrs T Cousins:  Foundation Stage Teacher 

Miss J Preston: Nursery Nurse 

 

 

We hope that you will choose to join us and this will be the 

beginning of a very positive partnership between you, your child 

and Sledmere Church of England Primary School. 
 


